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How people learn English as second language
English has long been considered the
language of choice for non-native speakers learning a second tongue. Its use in
commerce has helped cement its place
among languages. How learning English
occurs, however, is very complicated
and is influenced by a multitude of factors. Someone who studies the learning
of English as a Second Language (ESL) is
Seran Aktuna.
Born in Nicosia, in the Turkish sector
of the Mediterranean island of Cyprus,
Aktuna received her bachelor ’s degree
in language studies at the University
of Essex, England, her master ’s degree
in teaching English to speakers of
other languages at the University of
Pennsylvania and her doctorate in
educational linguistics, also at the
University of Pennsylvania. Today she is
a professor in the Department of English
Language and Literature at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. Not
being a native speaker of English, she
said, gave her a particular advantage in
understanding the process of learning a
new language.
“When I was teaching English, I was
aware of the processes that my students
were going through,” she said. “I was
able to identify with their problems and
perhaps develop strategies that may
work for them. I also knew about the
theories of learning and teaching in
the professional and also in a personal
sense.”
She said that she sees more demand
for teachers of ESL. “It seems that the
language has taken on a life of its own.
Its non-native users are adopting the
language and you see examples of many
governments spending a lot of money
toward efforts to teach English to their
citizens, thinking that it would give
them an economic advantage in a globalized world,” she said.
Aktuna and other researchers have
found that the ability to learn English
is influenced by many different factors,
with age being probably the most important. “If learners of a language start
studying at a later age, they already
have a language, a linguistic system,
that can help with a second language
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Professor Seran Aktuna
acquisition,” she explained. “But it can
also interfere as in the cases of accents,
and sometimes just carrying grammatical use from the mother tongue to the
language that you were learning.” Even
children of parents who use languages
at home other than English – but who
themselves are raised in English-speaking countries – go through a different
learning process.
“It’s probably in terms of the input,”
she said. “ Because they are receiving
input in Spanish, Chinese or Japanese at
home, and when they come to school it

is a different set of rules and pronunciation patterns and so on, and they have
to deal with both. There is also a lot of
peer pressure on children to be exactly
like their classmates, so they may have
this psychological barrier in terms of
their efforts in acquiring their home
language.” However, Aktuna dismisses
the idea that children raised in bilingual
environments should only be spoken to
in one single language.
“That’s definitely not right,” she
said. “It used to be the perception.
There are still professionals who do

believe in that, although there is empirical evidence that shows that hearing
several languages is not a detriment to
the cognitive and linguistic development of a child. Think of countries like
India, where communities are very linguistically diverse. If linguistic diversity created confusion, you would have
all these Indian children completely
confused and they are not. So, it is not
that bilingualism or multilingualism
creates confusion. It is just the perception.”
She agrees that the sooner you try to

LCCC to host comparative religion panel
The Diversity Council of Lewis and Clark
Community College will present a comparative religion panel, entitled “Appreciating Our
Neighbors,” from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct.
2, in the Ann Whitney Olin Theater inside the
Hatheway Cultural Center on the college’s
Godfrey campus.
“We encourage everyone to come together
peacefully and to listen respectfully to the
speakers,” Diversity Council President Ann
Davidson said. “Their purpose is to inform
us about their religions. This is not a debate.

Learning about other faiths helps to increase
acceptance and understanding of the spiritual
paths of our neighbors.”
Three guest speakers will discuss their belief
systems as members of the Sikh, Mormon and
Christian Science religions, followed by a question-and-answer session facilitated by Peter
Hussey, L&C associate professor of music and
Diversity Council member.
Representing the Mormon faith will be Reid
Mortensen, a local member of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Mortensen was born

and raised in Salt Lake City, Utah. He has served
in several positions in church leadership, including teacher and Bishop of the local congregation
in Godfrey. He also completed a two-year mission in the central United States.
Professionally, Reid is the chief compliance
officer for Genesis Wealth Management Group, a
Registered Investment Advisor firm. He serves
as the president elect of the Rotary Club of
the Riverbend and as an ambassador for the
Riverbend Growth Association.
For more information on this panel discussion,
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Nature in the classroom
A giant sunflower head became a cross-curricular teaching tool at St. Boniface School, under the guidance of Mrs. Carol
Peterson. Students used the flower in science to talk about how and where seeds form, how they spread, and how they grow.
Students estimated the number of seeds in the flower, counted them, and used them to learn place value in math.
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learn a language, the better. “Certainly
with the accents, having an early start is
an advantage because when your vocal
organs in your throat are plastic you
can modify them to produce all kinds of
sounds,” she said. “But as we get older,
like anything else in our body, they tend
to harden.”
Some people think that English has
become so popular because it has a relatively simple grammar, but Aktuna disagrees. “I am not sure as a linguist that
the language is easier in structure when
compared to others,” she said. “But certainly given the socioeconomic factors
pushing people toward the study of the
language, and the fact that English has
become the language of international
trade, most areas of the Internet, banking, aviation and so on, there is a lot
more input out there that facilitates
its acquisition as opposed to perhaps
Turkish, Bulgarian, Japanese and so on.
English does have a lot of exceptions to
the rules that make life quite difficult for
learners.”
For parents who want to raise children
who are proficient in more than one language, Aktuna has very simple advice.
“Start early and make sure the children
are in an environment where there is a
multiplicity of languages,” she said. “If
they are targeting a particular language,
make sure that they are immersed in a
playgroup or perhaps school, kindergarten, pre-school, where they can actually
use the language. Children tend to pick
up languages very effortlessly, so it is
really a waste not to make good use of
this time and the ability that they have
while they are young.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every
Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7
FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

AUCTION
Continued from Page 1
“We’ve got an awful lot of stuff from the community every year,” said
Sid Denny. “This year we got a real flood of items in the last month. From
antiques to plastic toys, we’ve got a little bit of everything.”
In total this year the Stephenson House has received about five trailers full of small items. Included in these small items are ceramics, glass,
collectibles, children’s items and toys. They also received a good amount
of large items: tables, benches, dressers, and chairs are among the many
large items they received.
Over the past 10 years, the auction take averaged $5,000 to $6,000 after
all fees are paid. They hope to continue with their previoius success.
All money raised goes back into the running of the house and educational programs provided. “It all goes to the programming,” said Denny.
“To support the educational programs and the tours for the community.
Mostly the educational programs for students in District 7 from kindergarten and preschool to seventh and eighth graders.”
“This is an almost 200-year-old house, so it takes a maintenance budget
just to do minor maintenance,” said Denny. “Because there’s always something needing fixed.”
Field trips for kindergarten to seventh grade, with a different focus
for each individual age group; archeology summer camp; arts and crafts
camps and Mrs. Lucy’s Academy for Young Ladies are just some of the
activities offered.
For anyone interested in coming to the auction, Denny recommends
arriving around 8 a.m. to register, get a bid number, and look around at
the items. The auction will start at 9 a.m. with the small items. The auction
will move quickly because of the large amount of items and around noon
they will be starting with the big items. Anybody who wins an item can
immediately pay for their item and leave with their purchase.
The wagons with the small items will be on display in the Stephenson
House parking lot and the furniture will be displayed on the front lawn of
the house. Plenty of parking will be available for anybody who wants to
come out. Parking is prohibited on Linden Street.
Glassware, crocks, stools, tables, bowls, vases, signs, marbles, lunch
boxes, antique postcards, paintings, arrowheads, toy cars and trucks are
among the many things for sale at the auction. “It’s an incredible collection of stuff.”
“First of all, it’s a fun day. It’s a lot of fun to come to an auction and
it goes to a really good cause,” said Denny, encouraging people to come
out.
Currently they are no longer accepting donations for this year’s auction,
but will begin collecting for next year’s when this year’s is completed.
The public is encouraged to come out and help support the Stephenson
House.
For additional information contact the Stephenson House at 692-1818
or visit the website at http://www.stephensonhouse.org/. A flyer with
a detailed list of some of the items to be auctioned can also be found on
the website.

CONTEST
Continued from Page 1

Friday, Sept. 28
Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band, The Family
Arena, St. Charles, Doors 6:00 p.m.
The Raveonettes w/Melody's Echo Chamber,
The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
Rico, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
Wilson, Cadaver Dogs w/Fighting Mad, The
Phranklyn Project, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 6:00
p.m.
The Hood Internet w/Body Language,
Oscillator Bug, The Gramophone, St. Louis,
Doors 9:00 p.m.
Ultraviolets, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 8:00
p.m.
Whiskey River, Laurie's Place (Back Bar),
Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
Super Fun Yeah Yeah Rocketship, Blue Agave,
Belleville, 9:30 p.m.
Nick Waterhouse w/ Allah-Las, Plush St. Louis,

St. Louis, Doors 8:30 p.m.
John Scofield Trio, Jazz at the Bistro. St. Louis,
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Respighi/Pines of Rome, Powell Hall, St. Louis,
10:30 a.m.

Saturday, Sept. 29
Houses of the Holy: A Tribute to Led
Zeppelin, The Family Arena, St. Charles,
Doors 6:00 p.m.
Doug Stanhope w/Brett Erickson, Geoff Tate,
The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
The Lettuce Heads, The Heebie Jeebies,
The Painkillers, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis,
Doors 8:00 p.m.
Weedus Fest II: Compelled To Destroy,
Animated Dead, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00
p.m.
Uncle Lucius w/Dirty River Boys, Rev Matt,
The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.

Hoosier Daddy's, 3:00 p.m. / Ultraviolets, 8:00
p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Jam Session w/ Mo' Pleasure, 2:00 p.m. / 420
Crossing, 6:30 p.m., Laurie's Place (Front Bar),
Edwardsville
Mo' Pleasure, Laurie's Place (Back Bar),
Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
The Impostors, Blue Agave, Belleville, 9:30
p.m.
Dueling Pianos: A Tribute to Billy Joel and
Elton John, The Wildey Theatre, Edwardsville,
7:00 p.m.
The Avett Brothers, Fox Theatre, St. Louis,
Doors 7:00 p.m.
Steve Vai w/ Beverly McClellan, The Pageant,
St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Guided by Voices w/ Detective, Plush St.
Louis, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
John Scofield Trio, Jazz at the Bistro. St. Louis,
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Funny, whimsical, creative – those are the scarecrows this contest wants.
Hicks said creativity has been the hallmark of previous entries.
"They put a lot of time in. They get very creative,” she said of past entrants.
“We can tell some of the businesses put a lot of time in. Some of the individuals that come in, they like to tell their stories. We'll have a dad come in and
say, 'She saw it and wanted to do it,' so it's a father/daughter project."
Participants are responsible for bringing and installing their fully assembled scarecrows on the front lawn of Village Hall from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Oct.
5. The G.L.E.N committee will be available to assist entrants in locating their
designated position sites and supervise installation.
All entries must remain at Village Hall until Oct. 13. Entries must be picked
up by 6 p.m., Oct. 14 and any entry left after this time will be discarded.
Some scarecrows may also be selected to ride in the annual Edwardsville
Halloween Parade.
With all of the rules in place, Hicks said it's time for scarecrow produces
to get busy.
"I think people have gotten more creative. I think they like to show off their
creativity,” she said. “The winner last year said she started thinking in August
about what she was going to do.”

